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NOTfCE 1
8 November 198fl

MfLrrARY STANDARD
WARY SPECIFICATIONS AND ASSOCIATED DOWMENTS,

PREPARATION OF

TO ML HOLDERS OF MILSTD-961C

1. THE FOLLOWING PAGES OF MLSTD-961C I-LAW BEEN REVISED AND SUPERSEDE
THE PAGES LISTED:

NEW PAGE DATE SUPERSEDED PAGE DATE

13 S November 1988 13 20 May 1988
14 8 November 1988 14 20 May 1988
43 8 November 1988 43 20 May 1988
44 20 May 1988 44 REPRINTED WITHOUT CHANGE

1’“ ‘“””““’ “
.--,,,.. ....-...... ... . .

2. RETAIN THIS NOTfCE AND fNSERT BEFORE TABLE OF CONTENTS.,,

3. Holders of MfL-STD-961C will verify that page changes and additions indicated above have
been entered. This notice page will be retained as a check sheel. This issuance, logetherwith

appended pages, is a separate publication. Each notice is to be retained by stocking points unti]
the military standard is completely revised or canceled.

AMSC D4397 AfW4 SDMP

.DLSTRD3UTION!STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; disrnbut ion is unlimited.
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Custodians:
Army - AR
Navy - SH
Air Force - 11
DLA - DH

Preparing activity:
O.m-so

(Project SDMP-0005)

Review activities:
Arsny - AL, AT, AV, CR, EA. ER, GL, LM,

MD, ME, MI, MR. SC, SM. TE
Navy - AS, EC, MC, OS, SA, YD
Air Force - 10, 14, 16, 17, 19, 23, 26,

43, 69, 85, 99
DLA - CS, CT, DM, DP, ES, GS, 1P, 1S, PS, SS
DNA - DS

User activities:
Army - CE, MT, TM
Navy - CG
Air Force -68, 70, 79, 82
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MIL-STD-961C

4 .3.6 Y= of co!avriaht or uatent lrateriil. Copyright or patent nmteria 1
shall not be included in a specification without the prior consent of the
copyright or patent owner. W%en such consent is obtained, a credit line, if
requested by the copyright or patent owner, shall be placed in the specif ication
close to the material involved.

4.4 part or Identifvin~ Num&r (PIN)-. When a military specification

covers more than one part, item, or material that is subject to assignment of
Nat ional Stock Numbers and an identification problem in the Federal SUPP1 y System
may result, a qsecification-based PIN to identify the parts, item, or materials
shall be included. If a PIN is need, its con.struct ion shall be provided by the
DoD activity requiring it . PINr 3 shall be kept short and shall not exceed 15
characters. If it is considered that such a ltitat ion cannot be adhered to, a
proposed deviation with &tailed justification shall be sutudtted through the
DepSO to DPSO for approval. PIN’ s shall be uniform for all parts covered by the
sam specification. Uniformity is also preferred for all PIN’s within the mm
group of closely related item. PIN? s for material shall be assigned in the sam
product’ increments as the item to be stocked, and shall specify the VariOuS
commercially available sizes and other sizes, as needed. PIN< a need not be

applied retroactively to specifications wherein a part numbering system is
already in use: however, the adoption of a PIN should be considered upon revision
of such specification. When using “Used in lieu of” documents, the ’00” prefix
shall not be included as a part of the PIN.

a. For stand alone specifications, the part numbering system shall be as
follows :

. . .... . ..’, .,, ..i . . . . . . . . .

.L
,.U,+,, ,.. .Dash ntmber consisting of numberS, letterS, or

combinations thereof. Codes may be assigned co
variable characteristics of the item and used in
the makeup of the dash number {for exaqle,
tolerances, materials, temperature ratings,
finishes, reliability, etc )

I I ~ M alpha code may replace the dash.

I Specification number. Does not include the
revision letter or activity s@Ol.

I L-_____” prefix- m item defined by inch-pound units.
D prefix - An item defined by mtric units.
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b. Fox associated detail specifications or
shall be as follows :

u

specif icat ion sheets, the PIN

‘Y-it Example of PIN: s423648/11-1 or s4S23648-1

ILL
Dash numbere consisting of ntmbet~,

letters, or combinations thereof. Code3

-Y ~ am~ip~ to variable characteristic=
af zhe item and used in the makeup of the
&ah number (for example, tolerances,
materials, temperature ratings, finishes,
reliability, etc. )

AIIalpha code may replace the dash.

Associated detail swcification or

~WCifiCatiOn sheet nuM&=. Does not
>nclude the revision letter or activity
Sylnbol. Does not apply to MS paft number.

General specification number.

M prefix - ?m item defined by inch-pound
units.
MS prefix - JUI inch-pound item covered by
an existing mf sheet from standard.
D pfefix - m item defined by metric units.
DS prefix - A metric item covered by an
existing DS sheet form standard.

-. 4.5 Tvl?edesignations. If practicable and a definite need has Men

established, tYl= desiwa:iOns U=Y be used to supplement basic item namm in
titles of specifications. When used, , they shall be standardized for a category

of equipnent, such as cmmnunicacion, electronic , photographic, aeronautical
support, aircraft, missiles, engines (rocket, reciprocating aircraft) , and
trucks . Only one type designation shall be assigned for items or equipment
physically and functionally interchangeable. Type designations shall not be used
for the purpose of assigning a PIN to components and parts They shall be used
for designating the class, grade, or type of an item or equipment for
specif icat ion purposes only. Existing specifications using type designations
shall not be amended for the sole purpose of &leting type designations.

4.6 S=tem for t- .+=iumtiona. In standardizing type designations,
industrial or co!mnercial systenw of designations that have industry wide
acceptance and are acceptable for military use without modification shall be
adopted without establishing military type designations. In the absence of
existing widely accepted type designations, the military specification shall
establish the mthods or systems of type designations and the methods and
procedures for assigning them in a category of item or equipment.

4.7 al and mtmini$trative requirement%. A specification shall
not include contractual requirements that are properly a part of the contract,
such as cost, quantity required, tk or place of delivery, rrethods of pa~nt,
liquidated damages, rework, repair, resubmittal, requirements for preparation,
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a. Periodic feedback of test data including frequency of submittal.

b. complete requalification testing including frequency. Where
rrulti-level reliability requirements are specified, the inspection provision

applicable to qualification shall cover inspection for each level of
qualification as well as for periodic qualification reevaluation.

c. Certification by manufacturer.

5.3.4.9 Tabulation of e%mm.inationa and tea. When the tests specified
for such qualification inspection .equirants differ fr~ the teStS %=cified
for quality conformance, the applicable tests shall bc presented in tabular form
with appropriate reference to corresponding technical requirements and test
uethcds .

5.3.4.10 gualitv conformance inmection. The examination and test~ listed
in section 4 of the specification to determine conformance with sections 3 and 5
requirements, shall include, when necessary, as measurement or comparison with
specified characteristics and checks and tests of the performance and reliability
requ2renkzmt3. Since each specification item mmst meet all sections 3 and 5
requiranta, the test methods in section 4 of the swcif ication are the minimum
inspection and test nethods to be performed to demonstrate compliance to the
specification requirema”ts.

5.3.4 .10.1 ~Qu on forma insmct i inq. Sar@ing inspection
is a valuable, acceptable tool for verification of c~liance with specification
requirements Specifications maY state that eamplin9 inspection for the purpose
of determining com@iance is acceptable. Fixed acceptable quality levels and lot
tolerance percent defective with associated specific sampling plans, however,
shall nor be included .as specification requirements. Guidance regarding the
selection and use of acceptable quality levels and lot tolerance percent
defective and associated specific sampling plans WY be included in section 6.

5.3.4.11 Classification of q-u tY 0 *cali conf rmance ins tions. Quality
conformance inspections should be classified into groups A, B, C, or D in
accordance with the following groupings, when applicable:

Group A - Nondestructive inspections of all items produced or all san’@es
from an inspection lot co demonstrate product compliance with
contractual requirements. Group A inspection eXZUDineS
characteristics most affected by variations in production
processes or skills and functions vital to successful
con@et ion of the design mission.

Group B - Generally nondestructive inspect ions that are more conplex or
of a longer duration than group A inspection. Group B
inspection examinea charactezistica more affected by part or

ewipnt quality and lesS affected by variations in production
processes or skills, and funCtions requiring speCial fixtureS
or environments, and tests that are more complex and of longer
duration than group A tests. Fewer samples are inspected than

-.
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GrouIY C -

Group D -

fiIL-sTD~961c

fourgriu”p”A ins”pecti% and tested articlea may be offered for
acceptance with little or no refurbishment. Each c~tY
should be individually evaluated regarding its issue after
performing group B and C inspections.

Periodic and generally destructive tests of characteristics
depending upon product design and nmteriala. Group C inspec-

tion consist a of more complex teat-, usually including simul-
ated service environments, is generally destructive, or may
require major refurbishm?mt &fore tested articles can be used
by the services . Te?ts are performed on fewer samples than for
group B inspection and are based on production quantities 02
time period.

Destructive tests or tests of long duration that consume all or
a considerable portion of design service life. Articles sub-

jected to group D inspection shall not be issued. Tests are
performed on few samples based on production quantities or th
period.

5.3.4.12 Tabular listina of a’ualitv confornwmce inspect ion. where it will

lead to a better understanding of their functions, the inspection shall be
listed as group A, B, C, or D in tabular form with appropriate references to
the applicable requirements, and examination or test methods as illustrated
below:

-4.4 guality conformance ins~. ouality conformance inspections

shall be as specified in table 11.

TABLE II Qualitv conformance insmction. ,. ...

Requirement Test
Inspection paragraph paragraph

Group A
,.

Dmnsxons ....................... 3.4.1 4.4
Visual ........................... 3.4.2 4.5

Group B
Barometric pressure. ............. 3.5 4 .7.1

Temperature cycling .............. 3.8 4 ,7.4

Group C
vibration ........................ 3.6 4 .7.2

Salt spray (corrosion] ........... 3.7 4.7.3

Shock ............................ 3.9 4.1,5
Moisture resistance. ............. 3.10 4.7.6

Group D
Life ............................. 3.12 4 .7.8
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